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Sunday Worship 
 

Traditional Worship 
8:00 am, Chapel 

Contemporary Worship 
9:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am, Sanctuary 

 
 
 

Live Stream 
 Worship Services and  
Recorded Services are 

available on our website 
(fpcdeland.org), our Facebook 
page, and our YouTube page. 

 
 
 

Rev. Michael Bodger 
First Presbyterian Church 

724 N. Woodland Blvd.  
DeLand, FL 32720 

386-734-6212 
www.fpcdeland.org    

   pastormichael@fpcdstaff.org 
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Our Vision: To be a church fully Engaged in Reaching Up, Reaching In, and Reaching Out. 

COVID Update 

Let the Spirit lead you in  
Saturday Worship! 

Outside in the Pavilion.                               
Bring a chair at 4:00 pm for 

Contemporary Music 

Leadership Gathering 

The leaders of our church gathered Saturday morning,        
January 22nd, for a COLD but Spirit-Filled discussion about 

the future of First Pres in this place and time. 

AND we met in the new Pavilion! 

 

 

4th Wednesdays 

February 23rd 

5:30 pm in the Pavilion 

Hot dogs, burgers, and chips         

provided. 
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February 2022 at First Pres 
 

Men’s Bible Study Group—Tuesday the 1st at 7:00 am in Room 11C 
 

 

Worship Team Meeting—Tuesday the 1st at 6:30 pm via Zoom 
 

Deacon Team Meeting—Wednesday the 2nd at 6:00 pm in the Large Conference Room 
 

Sleeping Mats for the Homeless —Thursday the 3rd at 10 am in the Mission Room (11B) 
 

Youth Gathering—Sunday the 6th at 5:00 pm in the One 2 One House 
 

PW Coordinating Team Meeting—Monday the 7th in the Large Conference Room & Zoom 
 

Men’s Bible Study Group—Tuesday the 8th at 7:00 am in Room 11C 
 

Evangelism and Invitation Team Meeting—Tuesday the 8th at 3:00 pm via Zoom 
 

Property Team Meeting—Tuesday the 8th at 3:00 pm via Zoom 
 

Personnel Team Meeting—Tuesday the 8th at 5:30 pm via Zoom 
 

Mission Team Meeting—Tuesday the 8th at 6:30 pm in the One 2 One House 
 

Adult Discipleship Team Meeting—Wednesday the 9th at 10:00 am via Zoom 
 

Student Discipleship Team Meeting—Wednesday the 9th at 5:30 pm via Zoom 
 

Sleeping Mats for the Homeless —Thursday the 10th at 10 am in the Mission Room (11B) 
 

FPS Board Meeting—Thursday the 10th at 5:00 pm via Zoom 
 

God’s Bathhouse—Saturday the 12th at 9:00 am in the Parking Lot 
 

Parents Night Out—Saturday the 12th at 5:00 pm in  the Art Room and Nursery 
 

Children’s Discipleship Team—Sunday the 13th at 10:00 am in the Art Room 
 

Youth Gathering—Sunday the 13th at 5:00 pm in the One 2 One House 
 

Community Garden Workday—Saturday the 14th at 9:00 am in the Garden 
 

Stephen Ministry—Monday the 14th at 11:00 am in the Large Conference Room 
 

Men’s Bible Study Group—Tuesday the 15th at 7am in Room 11C 
 

Finance Team Meeting—Wednesday the 16th at 5:45 pm via Zoom 
 

Sleeping Mats for the Homeless —Thursday the 17th at 10 am in the Mission Room (11B) 
 
 

Saturday Evening Worship—Saturday the 19th at 4:00 pm outside 
 

Youth Gathering—Sunday the 20th at 5:00 pm in the One 2 One House 
 

Church Office Closed for President’s Day—Monday the 21st 
 

Men’s Bible Study Group—Tuesday the 22nd at 7am in Room 11C 
 

Session Meeting—Tuesday the 22nd at 6:30 pm in the Large Conference Room 
 

Sleeping Mats for the Homeless —Thursday the 24th at 10 am in the Mission Room (11B) 
 

God’s Bathhouse—Saturday the 26th at 9:00 am in the Parking Lot 
 

Youth Gathering—Sunday the 27th at 5:00 pm in the One 2 One House 
 

Community Garden Workday—Monday the 28th at 9:00 am in the Garden 
 

 

Check the ShelbyNext Church Calendar for other events during the month. 
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Michael’s Thoughts 

        endhunger.org/florida 
Gleaning honey bells, naval oranges, satsumas, broccoli, and lettuce in areas such as        
Cottondale, Umatilla, Hastings, Belle Glade, and Weirsdale  will take place beginning early  
February.  Look for volunteer opportunities and sign-up’s on the above website as well as  
other information about SoSA about their 2022 plans. 

As we come into February with a somewhat frigid start, there is plenty going on 
all around us. We welcomed our new Elders and Deacons on the last Sunday in January. 
Prior to that, welcomed, as part of the staff, Alice Foerster as our Care Coordinator (see 
details on page 4). During February (hopefully) we will be getting together for a few   
Congregational Gatherings to discuss what took place at the Leadership Retreat on Janu-
ary 22nd. More changes are afoot as  sadly Tom Lee, our Finance Manager for the past 
22 years has indicated that he will be retiring towards the end of this year. The Personnel 
Team has begun the process of determining what that will mean for us, even as they con-
tinue to evaluate the position of Communication Assistant left vacant by Kristen Hank’s 
departure at the end of 2021. 

One of the topics at the Leadership Retreat involved embracing what is           
happening all around us, and to us, and looking for the gifts presented in those             
opportunities to reach up, in, and out. The fact that we have a pavilion came out of the 
early isolation of Covid-19 and is a wonderful example of finding a gift in our                 
circumstances.  We look forward to many more events under the roof of the pavilion. 

There is so much that we are called to do here at First Deland and as we navigate 
these changes, we look forward to what the living God is asking of us. God is alive and 
well and has work for us to do and as we discussed during the sermons in January, we 
will do it together. 

Easter arrives a little later this year. Please mark your calendar for Ash Wednes-
day, which is on March 2nd when we officially enter into the Forty days of Lent with our 
sisters and brothers from Bethel AME Church. 

Finally, the APNC has completed all the steps and gates to begin to advertise the 
position of Associate Pastor. Please join me in continuing to pray for their work as they 
discern the direction of the Spirit.  

Remember, as we are out in the world, be sure to look around,                    
breathe deeply upon the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and then                               
breathe out that grace on all you encounter – the world will be a  better                       
place for it.                                                                                                             

Grace and peace,                                                                                                                                     
Pastor Michael  
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Alice Foerster—Care Coordinator 

 

         NEW GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Have you suffered a loss? Are you interested in joining a grief support group here at the church?      

If interested or if you would like more information, please contact Alice Foerster in the church 

office—afoerster@fpcdstaff.org or phone ext. # 105. 

My name is Alice Foerster, and I would like to introduce myself as the new                   
Care Coordinator for First Pres. 
 

I realized at a very young age that I had a passion for helping others. I earned a BS in   
social work from Mercer University, then an MS in marriage and family therapy from 
Stetson University. My professional experience has included serving as a congregational 
care coordinator at Faith Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee, a service coordinator at 
Hugh Ash Manor and, most recently, a social worker for John Knox Village. 

Care Coordinator Principle Duties and Job Responsibilities 
 

Assist members, visitors, and leaders of the church in modeling connectedness 
and selfless service. 

Provide grief counseling and group counseling. 
Coordinate a rideshare network for medical appointments. 
Provide team-building activities and programs with the Deacons. 
Provide hospital and emergency visitation in coordination with Senior Pastor. 
Attend Board of Deacons meeting and work events. 
Assist and support Stephen Ministry leaders and caregivers. 
Coordinate contact and visitations to those identified as in need of special care 

(i.e., homebound, grief-stricken, and transitional care). 
Identify congregational needs and assist in linking to resources within the 

church community and local community. 

I am no stranger to First Pres, as I’ve been a member since 2009. I’m currently the elder of care & con-
cern, moderator of the deacons, a Stephen Ministry leader, a member of the youth discipleship team, and 
the coordinator of the Meals Matter Ministry. I’ve been a member of Renew small group for six years, and 
I co-founded the Lydia PW Circle. 
 

I’m blessed to share my life with Sam, my husband of twenty-one years, our three teenage boys (Will, 
Isaac and George), our husky dog Max, and a few too many cats. In my free time, you can find me walking 
Max all over town, cooking (did I mention we have three teenage boys???), lost in a good book, or at a 
coffee shop. 
 

Being part of this church community has changed my life, and the lives of my family. I am excited for God 
to use me in this new position as Care Coordinator. I would love to meet you and to have a conversation 
about how, together, we can love our congregation and our community better. 
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OPEN DOOR CLASS involves a diverse group of adults.  
 

OPEN DOOR CLASS begins a study of First John, one of three                     
New Testament Letters attributed to John, the disciple of Jesus.   
 
Our group of adults enjoy exploring the Bible and our faith  
together.  Come and join us in the New Year.  We meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Westminster Room  
across from the Fellowship Hall.   Harland Merriam serves as the contact for this group. 

Open Door Sunday School Class 

Men’s Bible Study Group 

 

Men’s Bible Study Group meets on Tuesday mornings from 7 – 8:30  
in Room 11C. Please contact C. Paul Jones (mariastrvl@yahoo.com) 

for more information. 

Serendipity Sunday School Class  
 

 
Serendipity Sunday School meets in the Middle Conference 

Room of the Church Office.  
They are currently studying the Book of Matthew. 

 

Frank Wilson is the contact for this group. 

Tune-Up Moves! The Balance Class 

Resumes February 8th 

Tuesday and Thursday Mornings 

9:00—10:00 or 10:30—11:30  in the Fellowship Hall 

Suzi Backstrom, Instructor 

 Participants must be registered. NO WALK-INS 
 Participants MUST BE screened before attending 

 Currently the class sessions are full with prior participants 
 If you are interested in joining as space is made available, please contact  

 Suzi: email suzibackstrom@gmail.com or phone 865-604-5182 
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Family Ministries 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
Saturday, February 12th, 5:00-8:00 pm  

in the Art Room and Nursery.  
 

Free for children ages 6 months to 10 years.  
 

Dinner is provided. 
 

Please call the church office at 386.734-6212 or send an email 
to Elendea—edegaetano@fpcdstaff.org by February 9th to 

make a reservation. 

Elendea DeGaetano serves as our Director of Family Ministries.  She works with our    

Middle and High School Youth (Student Discipleship) as well as our Children’s Ministries. 

Her contact information is 386-290-6525 cell, 386-734-6212 ext # 111 at the church and 

edegaetano@fpcdstaff.org for email. 

Feel free to contact her for information about all the events listed on this page. 

             Children ages 4-10    

          are invited to join us   

          on  Sunday mornings   

          during worship at    

          9:00 and 11:00 in the Art  

          Room for Children’s church.    

During Children’s Church we will be assembling Valentine’s 

Day bags for those who are home bound or need a little 

extra love during this time. 

If you are interested in helping 

deliver these bags after they 

are assembled, please let    

Elendea know. 

Middle school and high school 

youth, please join us 

 on Sundays from 5-6:30 pm 

for food, fun, and fellowship in 

the One 2 One House.  

Children’s Discipleship Team is looking for 
volunteers to help lead or assist with        

Children’s Church once a month during the 
Sunday 9:00 and 11:00 worship services.  

 
Student Discipleship Team is looking for     

volunteers to assist with Sunday night youth 
group for Middle School and High School  

students from 5:00 – 6:30. 
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Worship Team 

The first item for this year is to thank each and every one of you for helping “hanging the greens” in November.  
The Sanctuary looked spectacular, particularly in the evening with the window candles lit, giving the atmos-
phere an ambient glow.  Of course, what goes up, must be taken down. Another huge thank you for removing 
the “greens” from all the worship areas of the church.  Done in January when Covid had reared its full force on 
many of us, with the help of many, decorations were removed, placed in their properly labeled boxes, and 
stored away until next year.  Again, many, many thanks to all of you. 
 

We welcome to the Chancel Choir our returning/new Stetson Music Scholars! 
 

The new year will be filled with improving our worship services.  If you have attended the 11 a.m. service, you 
have heard the popping of the sound system during Pastor Bodger’s sermons.  The hearing devices that have 
been purchased fail to work when the ear piece is plugged into the hearing device.  The speaker in the narthex 
has not worked in a while so that the greeters/ushers cannot hear the service while seated in the narthex.  The 
front entry doors are badly in need of repainting.   All these challenges will be rectified this year.  We will install 
a new sound board which should correct the “popping” noises. We will also connect the Hearing Assist devices 
and narthex speaker properly. It’s going to be a great year! 
 

We have had four Saturday evening services.   Held on the third Saturday of the month they start at 4 p.m.  
Now that the Pavilion is completed, we will be meeting  in that lovely, huge, lighted space.  The praise band will 
provide the music.  It is an informal service where children of all ages are always welcome.  Bringing your own 
outdoor chair is strongly encouraged.   
 

Volunteer greeters are needed at all services.  It is a wonderful way to get acquainted and welcome so many 
people in our church.  The greeters make sure everyone signs the Attendance 
Sheet and receives a bulletin and communion kit.  If you are interested in  
volunteering, ask me and sign up for a  convenient time.   
 

What a lovely way to serve the Lord!  Looking forward to seeing you in church! 
 

Blessings, 
Diane Slaughter, Worship Team Moderator  

Chancel Choir 

Greetings from your First Pres Chancel Choir musicians!  We start the new year hoping with 
all our hearts that conditions allow us to keep singing, and in the coming months be able to 
sing without the barrier of a mask between us!  I would like to share expressions of sadness, 
hope, and then joy through the seasons of Lent and Easter this spring.                                                      
The Handbell Ensemble will continue to rehearse and play in the coming months.                
Our students are back in the choir after their extended holiday. A couple of new faces have 
joined us this spring. Their bios and news will appear in the March issue of First Press as our    
Chancel Choir membership has remained a bit fluid this year.  

We are all devastated by the passing of our dear, gifted member of the choir, Dr. Ann Small. Her talent,       
humor, and intelligence are sorely missed, as well as the true faith of her commitment to Christ and to her 
church.  The service in celebration of her life on February 19 at 2:00 p.m. in Lee Chapel (Elizabeth Hall) with 
stories and singing.  Her service to Stetson was invaluable. 
 

Thank you for your love and support as we continue to navigate these uncertain times through music for   
worship and praise to God. 
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PW—Presbyterian Women of First Pres 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The date of the Birthday Gathering planned for February 26th had to                               
be changed.  Please note the new date of Saturday, March 12, 2022 at 10:30am.                                
We hope you will all plan to attend as we continue our tradition(pre-COVID) of                                  
having lunch together and enjoying cakes that each circle will bring to share.                                   
Please let your Circle leader know you will be attending or contact Karen Murin                                     
at cakemurin@gmail.com or #386-717-2277. You do not need to be a PW member to attend.      
                   Please join us! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? The Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women launched in 1922 has funded more 
than 200 major mission projects that continue to impact people and improve lives in the United 
States and around the world.  

 

Dates to Remember 

February 2, 2022 – Pastors Bible Study   

February 13, 2022 – Pashmina Sunday 

March 12, 2022 – Dedication of Birthday Offering, 10:30am with Lunch, Cake, and a Program  

May 14, 2022 – 10:30am – Brunch and Election and Installation of PW Officers and Dedication of the Least 
Coin Offering. 

We are all Presbyterian Women. If you are not yet a circle member, please consider joining one of our circles 
for Bible study, fellowship, and mission.   

DORCAS CIRCLE meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10:00am, in the Card Lounge of the Barker    
Center at John Knox Village. Contact Shirley Carr #386-871-1036 or Trish Tutt #386-748-1359.  

MIRIAM CIRCLE meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 10:00am in the One 2 One House.                                                         
Contact Elaine Bodger #386-337-7303 

RACHEL CIRCLE meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 10:30am in the Eastminster Room.                              
Contact Mary Eggleston #407-325-9982. 

RUTH CIRCLE meets at the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 12:00 noon at Mary Kay Wareing’s home.            
Contact Kay Kenney #321-301-7744. 

SUSANNA CIRCLE meets on the 3rd Monday of the month at 6:30pm in Westminster Room.                            
Contact Dianne Heidel #386-956-0960. 

Many Blessings, 
Karen Murin, Moderator 

about:blank
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Volunteers are highly valued.  
Showers are offered for the homeless on 

the 2nd and 4th Saturdays each month.  
 

Join us February 12th and 26th at 8:30 am. 
 The Bathhouse times run from 9:00-11:00, and 

we are often finished earlier than 11:00. 

 
 

Clothing Donations 
 We are in need of men’s jeans and shorts as 

well as men’s new underwear.  
 Also needed are men’s warm coats and blan-

kets. We are grateful for all the donations for 
God’s Bathhouse.  

 We currently have more women’s clothes 
than we can possibly use. If you have other 
clothing, please consider donating to the 
Neighborhood Center or to the 1st Baptist 
Clothes Closet.  

 Thank you all so much for your faithful        
participa- tion in this 
project. 

 
 
 

 Mission Outreach Team 
Members of First Presbyterian Church definitely go the extra mile towards being the Hands and Feet of Jesus. 

  Farm Share Food Distribution  
 

We are not expecting a 
food delivery until March 
unless an unforeseen       
opportunity develops.  

The volunteers from this church 
have been nothing less than phenomenal in serv-
ing those in our community who are in need of 
food. The members of the team have certainly 
become the Hands and Feet of Jesus. 

Sleeping Mats  

for the Homeless  
All are invited to join this nice,         
entertaining group of men and women 
who meet in the Mission Room 11B on 
Thursdays from 10-12  

We weave plastic grocery bags into   
sleeping mats that we hand out to the 
homeless in our community. 

Do You Have a Heart  

for Mission?  
 

Are You Interested in  

How Our Mission Budget is 
Spent? 
 

Please consider joining the Mission Outreach 
Team.   We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 pm in the One 2 One House.  We 
invite you to come and become a part of this 
important part of our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Neighborhood Center is sponsoring an event to raise 
funds for its food programs.  It will be held Thursday, 
February 24th, from 5-7 pm in the DeLand High School  
Cafeteria.  Tickets are $20 or six for $100.  Children under 
12—$10 (under 5 free).  

Consider gathering a team of six to participate.  Each ticket  
includes a handmade bowl, soup, bread, dessert, water/tea, 
and a raffle ticket.  Soups donated by local restaurants. 
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Volunteers Needed 

The Mission Team is  looking for           
volunteers to help in two ways: 

Manna Bags – Can you help? In addition to  
packers, we are looking for a manna bag   
coordinator.  It is a relatively easy, uncompli-
cated job. It involves ordering supplies for 
and assembling fifty Manna Bags a month. 
Many people are willing to help with the   
assembly. Contact Mary Hoffmann for more 
information (mary100550@aol.com or      
386-747-5165). 
 

   Help with clothes sorting – a Great Deal of 
clothing is donated each month and our 
faithful worker Pam King has been handling 
the sorting all by herself. We are looking for 
one or two people who could help her with 
this. Hours are flexible, but we are particular-
ly looking for people to work Thursday morn-
ings from 10:00-12:00. Again, contact Mary. 

The House Next Door 5K 

March 26, 2022 
The House Next Door 

Family 5K Fundraising 

event will be a hybrid 

event offering both in-person and virtual 

options!  

In-Person Location is Gemini Springs. 

This is their largest annual fundraiser and 

support is appreciated!  First Pres 

DeLand is a sponsor of this event. 

thehnd.com/hnd5k 

Facebook.com/hnd5K 

Active Military Names 

 
 

Please include our Active Military 
friends and their families 

 in your prayers. 
 

Chief Petty Officer Andrew J Clouse 
USS Vicksburg CG69 
601 New Lake Court 
Norfolk, VA   23462 
 

Senior Airman Alexis Sutherland 
Special Assignment Supply Officer 
McGuire Air Force Station, New Jersey 
 

FC3 Jacob Brakeman 
US Navy Core of Engineers 
Shipboard Great Lakes to San Francisco 
 

Tech Sgt. Christopher Aydt 
Assistant Chaplain—Air Force 
2536 Grayson Way 
San Antonio, TX   78232 
 

Commander Brian Laws 
Navy commander 
At sea in the Pacific 
 

HM2 Matthew Beal 
US Navy Hospital Corpsman Second 
Class 
 

SR True C. Pienaar 
US Navy Recruit Training in Chicago 
Ship 11  Division 041 
Recruit Training Command 
3505 Sailor Drive 
Great Lakes, IL   60088-3505 
 

AS 3 Daniel Pry 
Navy Petty Officer 
456 Crown Cresent  
Chesapeake, VA   23325-4329 
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Me Strong 2022 5K Walk or Run 

Saturday, February 5th 
  

This charity supports community members battling cancer. 
 

If you are interested in joining the First Pres team on Saturday, February 5, 2021, register now at  
https://thedriven.net/event-registration/site.race_reg/eid/39964012389.   

Make sure you click on Join a Team.  
First Presbyterian Church DeLand is the team name. 

 

If you have already signed up and would like to join our team, you will need to                                     
contact Me Strong at info@mestrong.net 

 

February Birthday Fellowship  

on Sunday the 6th following the 9:00 service 
 in the Courtyard  

and/or  
following the 11:00 service under the Portico                    

in front of the church office. 

Finance Tax Reminder 

Don’t forget—you can deduct up to $600 of charitable donations even if you do not itemize! 

The recently enacted Consolidated Appropriation Act of 2021 permits a charitable deduction of up to 
$600 on 2021 federal income tax returns for couples filing jointly. Or if you are filing as a single       
person, the deduction can be for $300.  This is an above-the-line contribution that is deducted from 
the individual taxpayer’s income prior to the calculation of their adjusted gross income.                   

 However - do not file your 2021 Income Tax before receiving your church statement confirming your 
deductible charitable giving totals or acknowledging your QCD donations.  The church statement is 
required in addition to your cancelled checks or other records if the IRS were ever to challenge your 
return.   All statements including those for QCD gifts will be mailed on or prior to January 31, 2022; 
but if you have a special need prior to that date, please call the office so that we can provide your 
statement early.   

 

Sunday February 6th   

Scout Sunday 

Scouts from our Troop 550 will be    

worshipping with us at the 9:00 service. 

Great opportunity to get to know them! 

 

https://thedriven.net/event-registration/site.race_reg/eid/39964012389
mailto:info@mestrong.net
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The Bridge Kitchen 
 

On the first Thursday each month, First Pres Church members cook 
and serve carry-out meals at The Bridge, located at 434 South 
Woodland Blvd.   
Volunteers are always welcome—we always feed between 80 and 
100 people.  On February 3rd we will serve Creamy Chicken and 
Broccoli Bake. Items needed are chicken broth, dry bread crumbs, 
and cream of broccoli soup.   Look for the “Bridge” grocery cart   
outside our building on Sundays for your donations.    
Mary Eggleston (386-626-5071) is the coordinator for these meals.  

Stephen Ministry 

Meals Matter Ministry: If you know of a need or difficult situation where a 
meal would help (within our congregation, including friends old and new), 

please contact Alice Foerster. 

Meals Matter Ministry 

                   

            “The past year and a half has taken its toll. 

            Many of us are living with a sense of dread… we find our hearts  
            beating in our throats… it’s sometimes hard to catch our    
            breaths.  If you are feeling a vague sense of dis-ease…talking with 

            a Stephen Minister might bring some peace.“  
 

Contact Alice Foerster (my3sons@earthlink.net or 386-882-2250) or  
Pastor Michael or Barbara in the church office. 

Caring for one another stands at the core of the Christian faith community.   
First Pres has a team of congregation members—called STEPHEN MINISTERS— trained to provide 

confidential, one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people in our congregation and community who are 
going through a crisis or life difficulty.  If you or someone you know might be struggling right now and 

need a listening ear, please call or email. 
 

 

Starke Elementary School 

It’s time to fill-up the Stark Donations Bin in the Church Office: 

The staff and children feel so appreciative for all the peanut butter & jelly     
provided and can now use other canned food and non-perishable items.        
Detergent, toiletries, extra underwear (accidents happen) for Pre-K and          

Kindergarten age children— We need all items! 

Thank you for your continued support for the families with kids attending       
this local school. 
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APNC Corner 

 Update on Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 
 
 

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee  continued to meet during       
the month of January. The issues with the Church Leadership Connection   
was resolved earlier in January by Florida Presbytery. The CLC is the main 
interface platform used to provide the APNC with resumes and other         
candidates information. 

The Ministry Information Form (MIF) from First Presbyterian Church Deland was approved by Presbytery last month and is 
in the process of being uploaded into the CLC.  Additionally, in January Janet Foley from Central Florida Presbytery        
provided  the APNC a list of suggested interview questions for use during the interview process of potential candidates for   
the position of Associate Pastor. 

At this point we stand in position to receive Personal Information Forms (PIF’s) and to utilize three distinct sub APNC 
teams. Each team consists of three APNC members who will meet independently to work on the task of preliminary      
review of the various candidates application and qualifications.  As each team works through the narrowing-down         
process ,the best candidates from each group would be reviewed by the entire APNC team. 

As always, the APNC continues to ask for your prayers as the Holy Spirit continues to move us forward on this mission.  

 

apnc 
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 

UPDATE

Community Garden Gratitude 

January 10th Harvest 

Way to Grow! 

 I am so grateful to be a part of 
our church family.  

 Our commitment to being a 
church that reaches up and in 
and out offers me a variety of 
ways to participate and that gives 
me joy.  But when I receive an 
anonymous gift of worship flowers, I just have 
to respond.  

So thank you for the flowers that brightened 
my home.  

A. No I Mouse 

February Worship Flowers 

       February 6   Michael Bodger 
  February 13  Paul and Maria Jones 
  February 20  Jean West 
  February 27  Paul and Maria Jones 
   

 

The 2022 Worship Flowers Calendar has dates available in the spring.  
 Contact the church office to save your preferred date. 

Christian Sympathy 

  To the family and friends 
of  

Johnson Roberts 

A long time First Pres employee, he entered 
his Easter life on January 24, 2022. 

Please keep his family and friends in your 
hearts and in your prayers. 
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January 2022 Session Snippets 
Annual Joint meeting of Elders and Deacons 

CONSENT AGENDA: All items were acted upon as a single motion. M/S/C 

Motion to allow Student Ministries to go to Montreat during the Summer for one of the Montreat 
Youth Events. Dates available are June 5-11 or July 10-16, 2022. 

Motion to allow Student Discipleship to offer and run a Confirmation Class during Lent 2022. 

Children’s Discipleship team requests that Session approve scheduling the Love Bags for February 13th. 

The Children’s Discipleship team requests that Session approve the date for Eggsperience for April 9th. 

The Children’s Discipleship team requests that Session approve scheduling the 2022 Vacation Bible 
School for June 20-24. 

The Personnel Team request that Session approve and ratify their decision to appoint Alice Foerster as 
Care Coordinator (position is being funded by the Hugh Ash Foundation). 

The Personnel Team requests that Session approve 2022 vacation, study leave and planning dates for 
Pastor Bodger: Feb 14-16 (Planning), Mar 14-20 (vacation), Apr 25-May 1 (study leave), June 5-17 
(vacation), Aug 1-14 (vacation & study leave). 

 

CLERK MOTION: 

Motion to approve the Minutes of the Stated Session meeting dated December 14, 2021:    M/S/C 
 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

Discussion to review current Covid guidelines – no motion to change. Maintain current guidelines. 

Motion to regrettably accept the resignation of Andrew Langenbach as Elder for Student Ministries. 
M/S/C 

Motion to instruct Nominating Committee to search for Elder positions for Student Discipleship, 
Adult Discipleship and Children Discipleship + 3 Deacons. M/S/C 

The Personnel Team requests that Session approve the Pastor’s request for Sabbatical in 2023 (no 

earlier than June 2023). M/S/C 
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

725 N Florida Ave – Discussion on availability of property. Elder Team to move forward. M/S/C 

One 2 One House, Young Life Building, Scout Hut - development thoughts. Discussion initiated. 

No Motion 

Open Land/Parking Lot on the SW corner at Pennsylvania and N Florida Ave. No Motion 

Discussion on amended procedure of Session meetings and focus and scope of Teams.                

No Motion. 
 

FAITH STORIES – incoming Elders and Deacons gave their testimonies. 

Motion to accept the incoming Elders and Deacons (Mike Lafferty, Sam Foerster and                       
Gina Moreland, Lynn Sorenson). M/S/C 
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Norma Pidgeon   1st 
Ciaran Pickren   1st 
Kay Hutchinson   1st 
Elaine Bodger   2nd 
Keith Napier   2nd 
Austin Hillman   2nd 
Aaron Hoard   3rd 
Cecil Paul Jones, Jr.   3rd 
Melissa Sorensen   3rd 
Ben Rickman   3rd 
Berniece Priddle   4th 
Mia Milliken  5th 

Amanda Hutchinson 7th 
JJ Payette   9th 
John Turk   8th 
Richard Dreggors   10th 
Harland Merriam   13th 
George Foerster   14th 
Weiland Jones   14th 
Wanda Lipscomb   16th 
Randy Stegall   16th 
Randi Walters   16th 
Andrew Fussell   17th 
Jan Herr   17th 

Gene Schlecht   18th 
Janet Krohn   19th 
Gregg Freed   21st 
Lyda Wilson   21st 
Bob Apgar   24th 
Kathy Barnard   24th  
Ed DuFresne   24th 
Andrew Raynor   26th 
Judy Preston   26th 
Kay Laws   28th 
David Thomas   28th 
Tristan Hillman   28th 

May God’s blessings abound for you in every way.  

“Do not forsake me, O Lord! O my God, be not far from me. Make haste to help me,  
O Lord, my salvation!”   Psalm 38:21-22 

 

Myrna Bryson     Scott Burham    Wanda Carlen    Randi Walters   James Coggeshall 
Karen & Jeremy DeJong Carrie Griffin-Hill   Althea McPherson   Harrison Johnson  Arlene Liggett       
Dallas Moore     Shirley Grim     Butler Family    Jordan Christeson Ed Dean 
Ed DuFresne     Joan Fowler    Charlotte Glennie  Lily Guzman   Lorraine Dean 
Marie Hammond    Nancy Kinsley    Elizabeth Magarian  Bill Pearson    Patty Phelan 
Bethanne Schrecengost  Trullinger Family   Bob Zeiher         Leonora Evans   Betty Gregg Black  
Bill Bailey      Torry Slaughter   Diane Slaughter   Ricky Clouse           Ann Sims    
Wanda Lipscomb    Jean Marie Bigelow  Jill Hanstein    Mike Davis    Bransford Family  
Lori Reinvold     Bryan Seager    Chris Hedges    Marcia Rosemeir  Bette Curtin      
Kim Walker      Isabel Barbato    Eva Lurtz     Ron Hedges   Waleslyn Family 
Linda Davis      Marylou Pironti   Art DuFresne    Roberts Family  Riley Gaunt 
 

Please continue to pray for our families, friends, and church family.   
Contact the Church Office if you would like to be added to the prayer list. 

February Birthdays 

Prayer Requests 

Christian Sympathies 
 

Christian Sympathies to the families and friends of  
 

Matthew Penneybacker    Joseph Neib  Becky Stocking 
Ronald Bieber  Bob Wasser  Evelyn Yates  Johnson Roberts 

 

Please keep their families and friends on your thoughts and prayers. 
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Church Office 
Contact Information 

 

Church Office Phone      
 386-734-6212 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30 am—2:00 pm 
 

Church Office Staff 
 

Pastor Michael Bodger 
ext. 101                                                   

pastormichael@fpcdstaff.org 
 

Katie Rives 
Supervised Ministry 

     ext. 112   krives@fpcdstaff.org 
 

Elendea DeGaetano 
Director of Family Ministries 

ext. 111    edegaetano@fpcdstaff.org 
 

Alice Foerster 
Care and Concern Coordinator 

ext. 105   afoerster@fpcdstaff.org 
 

Jane Christeson 
Director of Music Ministry 

ext. 109      jchristeson@fpcdstaff.org 
 

Joseph DeGaetano 
Contemporary Worship Band Leader 

jdegaetano@fpcdstaff.org 
 

Barbara Hughes 
Business Manager 

ext. 103       bhughes@fpcdstaff.org  
 

Tom Lee 
Finance Director 

ext. 104     tlee@fpcdstaff.org 
 

Laura Carlisle 
Preschool Director 

ext. 202     lcarlisle734@gmail.com 

 

If you are a Facebook user, have you noticed 
the increase of posts and followers? 
 Please follow us and like our page.  

Comment on posts you see from First  
Presbyterian Church, DeLand, FL. Share our posts and our 

events with your friends. https://www.facebook.com/
FirstPresbyterianChurchDeLandFl/ 

If there is any information that you 
want to have in the First Press  

Newsletter, please email Barbara 
Hughes at bhughes@fpcdstaff.org or 

call the church office (386)734-6212 ext. 102.   
 All articles must be in by the 20th of the month. 

Please refer to the church website 
fpcdeland.org  

for more information. 

Need a Name Tag? 
Everyone wants to know your name!   

Please remember to wear your new name tag  
whenever you come to church. Don’t have a new 

name tag?  Please let the church office know 
(386.734-6212) or bhughes@fpcdstaff.org. 

 

SHELBYNEXT CHURCH 
DIRECTORY 

***Smart Phones, Tablets,  
or Computers*** 

Call Barbara in the church office for  
instructions. It is EASY to access and you will wonder 

how you lived without it! 

 

First Pres Church Staff is available! 
 

 
 

Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am—2:00 pm. 
 

 

We are social distancing and asking for masks  
worn in the office.  

Ring the doorbell  or call the church office  
(386-734-6212). 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchDeLandFl/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterianChurchDeLandFl/

